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the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2015 as National 
Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month. I urge all Americans to 
support survivors of sexual assault and work together to prevent these 
crimes in their communities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9250 of April 1, 2015 

World Autism Awareness Day, 2015 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On World Autism Awareness Day, our Nation recognizes all those around 
the globe who live on the autism spectrum. We celebrate the countless 
ways they strengthen our communities and enrich our world—and we reaf-
firm their fundamental rights to participate fully in society, live with re-
spect, and achieve their greatest potential. 

In the United States, millions of adults and young people live with autism 
spectrum disorder, including 1 out of every 68 children. They are our col-
leagues, classmates, friends, and loved ones, and they each have something 
to contribute to the American story. In large cities and small towns, indi-
viduals with autism live independent and productive lives, and our Nation 
is better because of their unique talents and perspectives. Their example 
reminds us that all people have inherent dignity and worth, and that every-
one deserves a fair shot at opportunity. 

My Administration is committed to helping Americans with autism fulfill 
their potential by ensuring access to the resources and programs they need. 
The Affordable Care Act prohibits companies from denying health insur-
ance because of pre-existing conditions such as autism, and the law also 
requires most insurance plans to cover preventive services—including au-
tism and developmental screenings for young children—without copays. 
Last year, I was proud to sign the Autism CARES Act of 2014, which bol-
stered training and educational opportunities for professionals serving chil-
dren or adults on the autism spectrum. And as part of the BRAIN Initiative, 
we continue to invest in innovative research that aims to revolutionize our 
understanding of conditions like autism and improve the lives of all who 
live with them. 

The greatness of our Nation lies in the diversity of our people. When more 
Americans are able to pursue their full measure of happiness, it makes our 
Union more perfect and uplifts us all. Today, let us honor advocates, pro-
fessionals, family members, and all who work to build brighter tomorrows 
alongside those with autism. Together, we can create a world free of bar-
riers to inclusion and full of understanding and acceptance of the dif-
ferences that make us strong. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2, 2015, World Au-
tism Awareness Day. I encourage all Americans to learn more about autism 
and what they can do to support individuals on the autism spectrum and 
their families. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9251 of April 6, 2015 

National Public Health Week, 2015 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Last year, as Ebola spread in West Africa—overwhelming public health sys-
tems and threatening to cross more borders—American women and men re-
sponded with extraordinary courage and dedication, traveling to the front 
lines of the outbreak and leading preparedness efforts here at home. Driven 
by their sense of duty and a commitment to serving a cause greater than 
themselves, public health professionals rose to the challenge at home and 
abroad and turned the tide of an epidemic. They demonstrated what is pos-
sible when America leads and when we make policy based on sound 
science and good judgment. Their efforts represent what is best about our 
national character and embody the most basic human instinct: to leave our 
children a safer, healthier, more prosperous world. 

As a Nation, we must continue to support public health with the same 
sense of purpose and fierce determination. This week, we join together to 
declare our intent to rise to the challenges of a changing world and meet 
our moral obligations to protect the health of our country and the well- 
being of the next generation. 

America’s public health is deeply tied to the health of our environment. 
As our planet becomes more interconnected and our climate continues to 
warm, we face new threats to our safety and well-being. In the past three 
decades, the percentage of Americans with asthma has more than doubled, 
and climate change is putting these individuals and many other vulnerable 
populations at greater risk of landing in the hospital. Rising temperatures 
can lead to more smog, longer allergy seasons, and an increased incidence 
of extreme-weather-related injuries and illnesses. 

My Administration is dedicated to combating the health impacts of climate 
change. As part of my Climate Action Plan, we have proposed the first-ever 
carbon pollution limits for existing power plants—standards that would 
help Americans live longer, healthier lives. And as we continue to ensure 
the resilience of our health care system, we are working to prepare our 
health care facilities to handle the effects of a changing planet. Climate 
change is no longer a distant threat. Its effects are felt today, and its costs 
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